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Abstract 

This paper titled ‘Managing functional basic education for sustainable 
development in Nigeria’ is a position paper aimed at proffering strategies for 
managing functional basic education to achieve sustainable development in 
Nigeria. Basic education is the first level of educational opportunities that 
are made available at first instance to all citizens of a country which covers 
both the primary and junior secondary levels of education. One of its 
objectives is ensuring the acquisition of the appropriate levels of literacy, 
manipulative communication and life skills and values needed for bringing a 
solid foundation for lifelong learning. By implication it is a functional 
programme. Effective management of this functional basic education would 
go a long way in achieving sustainable development in Nigeria. In attempt to 
do that the paper first of all looked into concepts such as; education, basic 
education, functional education, sustainable development, roles of basic 
education in achieving sustainable development. From the review it was 
revealed that basic education has some roles to play in achieving sustainable 
development and therefore needs to be managed well. The paper therefore 
discussed strategies that can enhance the management of basic education to 
achieve economic, social and environmental sustainable development in 
Nigeria among which are proper funding of basic education, environmental 
education should be infused in the curricular of basic education and 
vocational courses should be emphasized at the basic level of education as 
subjects such as agriculture, business studies, home economics, local crafts, 
computer, fine art etc should be emphasized. If these strategies are adopted 
in the management of basic education there will the prospect for achieving 
sustainable development in Nigeria and therefore recommends adequate 
funding and provision of instructional materials to make basic education 
functional.  
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No nation can achieve any meaningful and sustainable development without 
education. No wonder FRN (2013) sees education as an instrument for achieving  
national development. For education to be an instrument for national development it 
has to be functional that has to be based on the child’s needs and interest. Functionality 
of educational system of any nation is a step for development, which has to start from 
the basic level of education. Basic education according to Gbenga in Onyido & Eheazu 
(2011) presupposes that educational opportunities are made available at first instance 
to all citizens of a country and covers both the Primary and Junior Secondary levels of 
education. 

FRN (2013) posited that basic education shall be of 9 years in duration 
comprising, 6 years of Primary Education and 3 years of Junior Secondary Education, 
and shall also include adult and non-formal education programme at Primary and 
Junior Secondary Education levels for the adults and out of school youths.  However, 
in this paper our discussions will be based on the formal six years of primary and three 
years of junior education.  

Managing this level of education to achieve functionality to enhance 
sustainable development is the focus of this paper. Sustainable development cannot be 
achieved when basic education, is not giving adequate attention especially its 
management. It seems the management of basic education is not giving appropriate 
attention. It has been observed that most basic schools lack teachers, infrastructures, 
learning materials etc. which the author assumes could be as a result of poor 
management. If basic education is not made functional through adequate management, 
achieving sustainable development in Nigeria may be a mirage. There is need to 
manage basic education, making it functional so that sustainable development can be 
achieved.  Thus, this paper is aimed at proffering strategies that can be adopted in 
managing functional basic education to enhance sustainable development in Nigeria.    
 
The Concept of Education 

Education is the process by which a person develops abilities and skills, 
attitudes and other forms of behaviour of positive values in the society in which he 
lives. Omordu (2011) saw education as a process geared towards emancipation of a 
complete man. That is, the man that will be fully equipped mentally, physically, 
socially, morally etc. so that he is a useful being whose usefulness will automatically 
affect his immediate environment and the society at large. 

From the forgoing it is observed that education is a functional phenomenon 
and a practical activity that seeks to make man functional and useful to himself and his 
society. No wonder Iwe in Omordu (2011) defined education as what seeks to refine 
man by developing his potentials and equipping him to live meaningful, productive 
and responsible life in the society.   
 
Functional Education 
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Okeke in Osaat (2011) defined functional education as a process of learning 
itself that aids in the provision of skills, preparation of youths for economic, social and 
political transformation of the society. Functional education is that education which 
provides students with the knowledge, skills and motivation to encourage 
entrepreneurial success in a variety of settings. It is that education that provides 
entrepreneurial learning, equip students for entrepreneurship and to be self employed.  
 
Basic Education/ Objectives 

Basic education is the first level of educational opportunities that are made 
available at first instance to all citizens of a country which covers both the Primary and 
Junior Secondary levels of education.  As rightly put down by Onyido & Eheazu 
(2011:242) the main aim and objectives of the UBE as stipulated in the 
implementation guidelines are; 
• Developing in the entire citizens a strong consciousness for education and 
commitment to its vigorous promotion;  
• the provision of the universal basic education for every Nigeria child of school 
age;  
• reducing drastically the incidence of drop out from formal school system;  
• catering for the learning needs of young persons who for one reason or 
another, have had to interrupt their school;  
•  ensuring the acquisition of the appropriate levels of literacy, manipulative 
communication and life skills as the ethical, moral and civic values needed for 
bringing a solid foundation for lifelong learning. 
To achieve these objectives the principal year book in Onyido & Eheazu (2011:244) 
rightly enumerated UBE plans as follows; 
• Programmes and initiatives for early childhood education and development; 
•  programmes and initiatives for acquisition of functional literacy, numeracy 
and life skills; 
•  special programmes for nomadic population; out of school children, non-
formal programmes for updating the knowledge and skills of persons who left before 
acquiring the basics needed for lifelong learning;  
•  non- formal skills and apprenticeship training for adolescents and youths who 
have not had the benefit of formal education; 
• the formal school system from the beginning of primary education to the end 
of junior secondary school. 
 
Benefits of Basic Education 
The benefits of basic education as rightly stated by Eboyehi in Onyido & Eheazu 
(2011: 246) among others include the following; 
• Production of functional literate Nigerians who will be more sophisticated to 
approach business and economic matters; 
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•  enable touts, apprentices and drop-outs that are re-entering the formal system 
in different parts of the country benefit from appropriate education which will make 
them useful to themselves and to Nigeria as a whole; 
•  provide citizens of Nigeria with the basic educational skills required for 
technological advancement. 
 
The Concept of Sustainable Development 

Sustainable development is a concept that is described in various ways 
depending on their perception. According to Samuelsson & Kaga (2008), sustainable 
development is a concept that refers to the ways human should behave on earth. Lawal, 
Amuah, Uche & Aniemashaan in Omordu (2011) described sustainable development 
as a development strategy that manages the physical assets, natural and human 
resources as well as available funds in a manner that ensures increasing health and 
wealth for both the present and future generations. In fact according to the World 
Commission on Environment and Development, sustainable development is the 
development that meets the needs of present without compromising the ability of 
future generations to meet their own needs. 

From the forgoing descriptions, sustainable development is the development 
strategy that manages our resources to ensure that our health and wealth are gotten, 
increased, maintained and sustained so that they last from the present generation to 
future generations. It is a development that takes the ability of future generation into 
consideration as the needs of present generation are met. While developmental 
achievements have to be met at the present, sight would not also be loosed on 
achieving future development. Sustainable development does not have to be for a 
moment but long lasting, from generation to future generations. 
 
Principles of Sustainable Development  
There are certain principles that guide the need for achieving sustainable development. 
According to Rio declaration on environment and development in Omordu (2011:84) 
the following are some of the principles; 
• People are entitled to a healthy living and a productive life in harmony with 
nature. 
• Development must not undermine the development and environments needs of 
present and future generations 
• Nations have the right to exploit their own resources but without causing 
environmental damage beyond their borders. 
• Environmental protection shall constitute an integral part of the development 
process and cannot be considered different from it. 
• Eradicating poverty and reduces disparities in living standards in different 
parts of the world are essential to achieve sustainable development and meets the 
needs of majority 
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• Nations should co-operate to promote an open international economic growth 
and sustainable development in all countries 
• Sustainable development requires better scientific understanding of the 
problems. Nations should share knowledge and innovative technologies to achieve the 
goal sustainability. 
• Peace, development and environmental protection are interdependent and 
indivisible etc. 
 
Components of Sustainable Development  

From the forgoing, there are three basic components of sustainable 
development. Some authors see it as environmental or ecological, social or cultural and 
economic developments. However in this paper, the components will be seen as 
environment, social or society and economic. The three components are closely 
connected. Development in each of these areas cannot be achieved in isolation. In fact, 
according Omordu (2011) good economy that will lead to acquisition of wealth cannot 
be achieved in a lawless society where there is no peace between members of the 
society and also in degraded and unhealthy environment. There must be a healthy and 
prosperous society relying on a healthy environment to provide food and resources for 
its citizens. To achieve these areas of sustainable development, the role of education in 
general and basic education specifically cannot be overemphasized. Giving the citizens 
education which begins from the basic level and ability to manage it, is the right step 
in the right direction for enhancing sustainable development in Nigeria. 
 
Roles of Education in Achieving Sustainable Development 
Ignorance they say constitutes one of the components of human misery and for a 
country to move away from underdevelopment, education becomes the key player. 
Summarily the following are some of the roles; 
• Education enhances the status of women from being mere housewives without 
vision to educated women with high educational and career expectations for her 
children, making contributions in the household and increasing her ability to 
participate in community decision making and work towards achieving sustainable 
goals. 
• Nations with high literacy rates would love the prospect for a high 
development option. 
• Through education, agricultural productivity can be improved in which case 
literate farmers adapt to new agricultural methods and respond to market signals. 
• Education raises the economic status of families, improves life conditions and 
improves the educational attainment of the next generation and revising the next 
generations’ chances of economic and social well being which sustainable 
development is concerned with. 
Learning they say begins at birth. Basic life skills such as communication skills, co-
operation, autonomy, creativity, problem-solving and persistence are acquired, and 
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positive and negative dispositions towards learning and the society are shaped in early 
years which are carried on and reinforced through continued interaction within 
families and communities (Samuelson et al, 2008). If sustainable development is to be 
achieved through education then it has to begin from basic education. Adequate efforts 
have to be made to make basic education functional to enhance sustainable 
development. In doing so, adequate management of basic education is a priority.  
 
Managing Functional Basic Education for Sustainable Development 

Functional education as already noted begins from the basic level of education 
and giving basic education an adequate management so that sustainable development 
can be achieved cannot be over-emphasized. In managing functional basic education 
efforts will be made to consider the three components in the management strategies. 
The discussion will be based on the following; 
• Managing functional basic education to achieve environmental sustainable 
development. 
• Managing functional basic education to achieve societal/social sustainable 
development. 
• Managing functional basic education to achieve economic sustainable 
development 
 
Managing Functional Basic Education to Achieve Environmental Sustainable 
Development 

To achieve environmental sustainable development, the need to manage and 
make basic education functional cannot be over emphasized.  Solving environmental 
problems at the basic levels is the right step in the right direction. Efforts should be 
made to make basic education functional to achieve environmental sustainability by 
increasing the children’s sense of environmental consciousness among students.  In 
doing this more emphases should be made on environmental related subjects in the 
syllabus such as Nature study, Hygiene, Agriculture, integrated science, social studies 
etc. Omordu (2011) rightly posited that each of these subjects has its relevance on 
environmental education.  

Apart from that, emphasis should be made on the teaching of environmental 
education in basic schools. Environmental education should be infused into the 
curricular of basic schools and to be fully taught. Environmental education is the 
process of educating our citizens about matters and issues that affect our environment 
such as our homes, villages, cities, farmlands, water supplies, forests etc. in order to 
improve our environmental awareness and skills and engender a change of attitude to 
our environment and thereby arouse concern about the physical problems around us 
(Peters in Anijaobi-Iden & Ileogbune, 2010). Environmental education would help the 
students acquire skills for solving environmental problems. At this level, the children 
would acquire skills for environmental management such as tree planting, flood and 
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erosion control measures, waste management, sustainable agricultural practices, etc. 
aimed at protecting the environment for the present and the future. 
Other things that should be done as rightly advocated by the Environmental Education 
Foundation who championed the need to incorporate environmental education in 
schools are; 
• Preparation of textbooks and teachers guide on environmental education for 
schools. 
• Conducting orientation workshops / seminars for teachers on the use of 
environmental education textbooks. 
• Organizing in-service and pre-service training for environmental education 
instructors. 
• Providing adequate funds for EE program and activities 
The school environment also should be child friendly. The child needs materials to 
learn. The school environment should be so friendly that these materials are provided.  
If sustainable environmental development is to be achieved then management of 
functional basic education should include the above measures.   
 
Managing Functional Basic Education to Achieve Social Sustainable Development 

Social development means getting to know each other and the interaction 
people have with each other. Whatever social behavior the child learns in the school as 
a result of interaction with the other, he transfers it to the society. Today there are a lot 
of social vices such as cultism, gun carriers, violence etc in the society. Beginning 
from the basic schools to control these vices that would enhance the achievement of 
sustainable social development is the right step in the right direction. Efforts should be 
made to manage functional basic education in the following ways; 
• Teaching of songs and poems at the primary level of education which children 
would learn social morals and are able to distinguish right from wrong through 
traditional dance guided by traditional activities (Ebong & Asodike, 2005). 
• Engaging children in social and cultural activities that will help them develop 
healthy minds and bodies to accommodate others without feeling strange or isolated 
and discriminated against. 
• Inter-school cultural and social activities should also be encouraged where 
children from different schools come together to share ideas and interact together 
showing everyone is one.       
• Peace education as recommended by Osaat & Ochuba (2014) to be taught to 
university students should also be made functional and taught at the basic level of 
education. This will help in creating in the children awareness on the need to live at 
peace with one another and it will also help to control the rate of violence prevalence 
among them in the school and subsequently in our society which is retrogressive to 
development. The school and the nation at large will begin to have a transformation 
from violent to relatively violent free society. When all these are done there will be a 
prospect for sustainable social or societal development in the nation. 
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Managing Functional Basic Education for Achieving Sustainable Economic 
Development 

According to Asodike (2011), sustainable economic development means, 
being sensitive to the limits and potentials of economic growth and its impact on 
society and environment. To manage functional basic education in order to achieve 
economic development the following should be done. 

First and foremost, entrepreneurial skills are to be developed as early as 
possible through introducing concepts in existing curriculum. Early introduction to 
concepts and skills in entrepreneurial education would contribute to the reduction of 
large scale unemployment among the youths.  

Vocational courses should be emphasized at the basic level of education. 
Subjects such as agriculture, business studies, home economics, local crafts, computer, 
fine art etc. should be highly emphasized and taught at the basic education. The more 
these courses are taught the more basic education is made functional to achieve 
sustainable economic development. 

Apart from teaching the vocational courses, for they cannot be taught without 
good teachers who are professionals in each of the subject areas, professional teachers 
in the specific subjects should be employed, trained and retrained for adequate 
knowledge in such areas. 

For a functional basic education to be achieved that will lead to sustainable 
development there should be proper funding of basic education. Most of the vocational 
courses or subjects need finance to be able to make the practical subjects functional 
rather than preaching messages in the classroom. Instructional materials /equipment 
have to be provided if meaningful teaching and learning of such subjects like 
agriculture, business studies, home economics, local craft, computer etc. is to be 
achieved. When education at the basic level is adequately funded to make it functional, 
the child can equip himself with skills he acquires and remain self employed without 
waiting for white colar job or waiting to go to a senior secondary after his basic 
education. 
 
Conclusion 

For any nation to attain development and a sustainable one education is an 
instrument. This paper has been able to establish that achieving sustainable 
development for a nation begins at the basic level of education.  That being the case 
proper management of basic education making it functional is a sin-quo non for 
achieving sustainable developments. The paper therefore discussed extensively the 
ways functional basic education can be managed especially to achieve the three 
elements of sustainable development which are environmental, societal or social and 
economic developments. 
 
  

D inah Sunday O saatD inah Sunday O saatD inah Sunday O saatD inah Sunday O saat,,,,     P h.DP h.DP h.DP h.D  

 



 193

 

African Education Indices, Volume 10 No. 1, November, 2017. ISSN 2276 – 982X 

Recommendations  
Summarily the following recommendations are made if sustainable development is to 
be achieved through functional basic education;  
1. The following environmental related subjects in the syllabus such as Nature 
study, Hygiene, Agriculture, integrated science, social studies etc. should be given 
more emphasis. 
2. Environmental education should be infused the in the curricular of basic 
education to create environmental awareness for environmental management. 
3. Peace education should be included in the curricular of basic education to be 
made functional and taught at the basic education to create in the children awareness 
on the need to live at peace with one another and to control the rate of violence 
prevalence among them in the school and subsequently in our society. 
4. Early introduction to concepts and skills in entrepreneurial education would 
continue to contribute to the reduction of large scale unemployment among the youths.  
5. Vocational courses should be emphasized at the basic level of education. 
Subjects such as agriculture, business studies, home economics, local crafts, computer, 
fine art etc. should be highly emphasized and taught at the basic education. 
6. Government should properly fund basic education. 
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